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Residential Fence Permits
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These requirements are coatained in Overland Park Municipal Code (OPMC) 15,350,140 (Unified
Development Ordinance) and in OPMC 16100 (Buskdmg Code). Thas handout cuthines fence roguirements foe

one- and two- famuly ressdenal strectures. Please chock with your Homeowner s Assocuation for any prvale
requrements, if applicable Addmonal requirements may appdy to fences on commercial property or in planned
roning daaincts

A permit is required Before construction begins when

¢ A ncw fence greater than 16 foet in length and at least 4 foct i Beight is besng constraciod,

¢ Ancxmtimg fence 1s bong extended;
e An existing fence is being replaced with a new fence of a dafferent size, o a different locatson or of &

ifferent design (e.8. a chain link fence being replaced by a wood prvacy fence ), or,
¢  More than 50 percent of the hacar length of any existeg fence is being replaced.
® A new fence of any dimension constracted in the regulatory floodway. Any fence constrected in the

floodway addtionally requires a floodplain development permit and o rise certaficate,

A fence permit is not requared of less than S0 percent of the length of an existing fence is being replaced and no
changes are made to the fence size or matenals. 11 Jess thaa 50 percent of am existing fence s being replaced,

then the replacement fence must either be in compliance with the locatwon and design roguaroments listed below
or are identical to the existimg fence (1.6, the same location, the same size and design, and constructed of the

same matersals). In additon, a fonce cannot be replaced if 1t 15 located near & street imersecton and impodes
vty i the sapht distance tnangle as defined in OPMC 15.420.060,

To obtam a fence permit, an application form and a plot plan or mortgage sarvey (site plan) svast be submitted
10 the Building Safety Division on the second floor of City Hall, $500 Santa Fe Drive. The plot plan sest show:

¢  Where the new fencing is 10 be installed m relationshep to the property lines or existang bushdings.
®  Where there is existing fencing that is to remain in place om, or adjacent 1o, the property.

hdduhu.lguhouldbcphcdoomcplm plan mdicating the beight of the proposed feace and the type of
fmmmm Typewcally. a plot plan s based on the property survey drawmng usaally done when a new
house is bulle, or peoperty is sold or morigaged 1f no such drawing is available, contact the Permit Services at
(913) 8956205 w0 determine of a plot plan for the peoperty is on file with the city ot if ooe can be created from
aty M Once all required information s submitted. it will be reviewed foe compliance with code

requirements. Unce the permit i appeoved, a permit fee will be charged based on the extimated cost of the
fence comtruction




FENCE LOCATION

Fences must be located on private property and built with the consent of the property owner. It is the
responsadedity of the fence installer and'oe property owner %0 correctly locate property boundanes. Where the
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construction or have the property surveyed  The city does not provide Surveying services. The following rules
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bene than e froat surface of the resdence.
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socated choser than 15 feet to any collector street o local street right-of-way. In addition, fences are not
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as part of a landscape/'screening plan for 3 subdvision.
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local street nght-of -way. In addition, fences are not permutsed in any platied landscape casement except
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subdnvsson.
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swales provided they do not unnecessarily restrict the flow of water. Foe more informatsom contact the
Eagincer of the Day at (913) 8956221 price 10 erecting the fence
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irnstaller and or property owner assumes soese risk by doing so. On a selephone, call 811 Kansas One Call
for mformanon on utility hme locatons.
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Drainage Facilities. Restrictions are outlined in Governag Body Resolution No, 3300, Coatact the

Engincer of the Day at (913) 895-6223 for sadditsonal miormation

When 2 fence is buil parallel 10 2 street, it shall be set back 15 foet from the property line. Aloag nearly every
stroet, there is an unpaved, publicly owned arca om both sides of the pavement that is used for ssdewalks and

stality hines, called & street right-of-way. M is ussally 10 0 12 feet back from the curd. Thus, a fence with a
15-fooe setback requirement typically will need to be 25 1o 27 feet back from the curb.

LOCATION EXCEPTIONS
Below are some notable exceptions 1o the fesce location requirements listed above.

Landscape easements - Private fences for an individual residence are not permamiod withia the casement.
They can be located parallel 10 the casement line. Access to the casement for mainienance purposes must
be provided via an opening or a gate unless the homeowner's association for the sebdivision will state in
writing that they peovide the maintenance of the casement in lica of cach individual resident along the
casement. A fonce that is less than 16 feet in length and less than 4 fect in height, unattached to any other
fences, s consadered 2 landscape clement and not a fence.

Decorative entry fences - Although fences are generally not permatiod in the front yard, there is an

excoption for “decorative entry fesces™ provided they mect the following conditioas: The feace must

extend no further thas 12 feet in front of the front serface of the hoese and cannot be closer thas 15 feet 1

any street nght-of-way.
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»ome fences cannot be located in any portioa of the strect
sermination of the sales office.

4
roguirements.
a) Fences must be built
residential bot side of the tract, unicss
DESIGN STANDARDS

oe wall or the replacement of any feace where the kength

The following design standards apply to sy new fence
fence (e any fence requinng »

of the replaccment fence excoeds 0 percent of the length of the existing
permut).

o  Heght - The maximum beight of any
o  Design - All fences and walls shall be

fence s cight feet above average grade.
consaructed with a finished surface facing owtward from the

peoperty. Any posts of support beams shall be mside the Gmashed surface o dosigned W be an integral
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SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS, AND HOT TUBS

Outdoor resideatial swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs are required 10 be proteciod by a barmier dcsim@ %o
restrict access by children. If a fence is intended %o serve as the required barmier, it must meet the following
requrements in addition 1o those that apply to all fences

hottom of the barmer shall be 2 mches measured on the sade of the barmier which faces away from the

swimming pool. Where the top of the pool strecture is above grade, such as an above-ground pool, the

barmier may be at ground level, such as the pool structure, o mounied oo top of the pool structure, Where

the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical ¢clearance between the top of e

pool strecture and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches.

¢  Openings - Openings in the bamier shall not allow the passage of a 4 inch diameter sphere.

Where a barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members, and the distance between the tops of the
horizontal members shall be equal %0 or greater than 32 inches. Where vertical members are spaced | %
wohes or less the horizontal members shall be allowed to be spaced at & distance Jess than 32 inches. The
horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side of the fence. Solid barmers whach do not
have openings, sach as & masonry or stone wall, shall ot contain indentations or protrusions, except for
sormal comatruction tolerances and tooled masonry joints.

¢ Desgn - Maximum mesh size for chain bk fences shall be a 2 ' mches square, unless the fence has slats
fastened at the top or the bomom which reduce the openings 10 not more than | % inches. Where the
bamier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the mavimum opesing formed by the
dugonal members shall not be more than 1 4 mches.

¢ Gates - Access gates shall comply with above and shall be equipped 10 accommodase a lockang device.
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self-lasching device. Gates, other than pedestrian access gates, shall have a self-lachang device. Where
the release mochanism of the self-lasching device is Jocated dess than 54 inches from the bottom of the
gate, the release mechanism and opesangs shall comply with the followng.




) The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 3 inches below the top of

the gale: and
B) The gae and barricr shall Bave no opening larger than % inch within 15 mches of the relcase
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Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barmer, one of the following comditions shall be met

be equipped with a powered safety cover m compluance with ASTM F 1346, When
and Bot tubs are exempt from the provissons of Appendix AUI0S.2.

b)) Doors with direct access %0 the pool through that wall shall be oquipped with an alarm which produces
an audible waming when the door and 'oe ils screem, if present, are opened. The alarm shall be listed
and labeled in accordance with UL 2017, The deactivabon switchies) shall be located at beast

<4 inches above the hreshold of the door; or
¢) Other means of protection, sech as self-Closng

2) The pool shall
a safety cover 1 provided, spas

doors with self-latching devices, whach are approved
fforded » not less than

¥y the Governing Body, shall be accoptable as loag as the degree of profecton a
the protection afforded by nems a) and b)




